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5. \ (alif) is used to represent the long vowel transliterated &, as indieated in the table. 
Jeu fa‘il 
rida 


This |, when medial, is sometimes omitted in. Arabic; it is always indicated in trang 
literation. See rule 19, p. 7. 


6. Final appears in the following special cases: 


(2) As —— (alif maggirah) used in place of '— to represent the long vowel 
transliterated 4. 


hatta 
mada 
kubra 
Yahya 
musamma 
Mustafa 

(b) As s— in nouns and adjectives of the form fa‘il which are derived from 
defective roots. This ending is transliterated i, not iy, without regard to the presence of 
~ (shaddah). See rule 11(b2) p. 5. 

gall \with shaddah, Radi al-Din 
Compare the fail form of the same root," 2! (without shaddah,’ al-Radi. 


(c) As G— ‘in the relative adjective (nisbah). This ending, like (b) above, is 
transliterated 7, not iy. 


al-Misri, 
Compare al-Misriyah ' and see rule 11(b1) p. 3. 
7. (ta marbijah) 


(a) When the noun or adjective ending in * is indefinite, or is preceded by the 
definite article, * is transliterated A. 


salah 
al-Risélah al-bahiyah 
iT mir’ah 
Urjizah fi al-tibb 


The * in such positions is often replaced by °. 
(b) When the word ending in * is in the construct state, * is transliterated ¢. 


Wizirat al-Tarbiyah 
it, Mir'it al-zaman 
(c) When the word in ® is used adverbially, 3 (vocalized +) is transliterated 
tan. See rule 12(b) p. 5. / 
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‘RULES OF APPLICATION 


Arabic Letters Which may be Transliterated in Different Ways 
Depending on Their Context 


1. As indicated in the table, » and ( may represent: 
(a) The consonants transliterated w and y, respectively 
‘iwad 
dalw 
yad 
hiyal 


tahy 


(b) The long vowels transliterated @ and 7, respectively: 
vs) ala 
siirah 
39 dha 
imin 
J jil 
3 fi 
See also rules 11(a1) and 11(b1-2) p. 5. 


(c) The diphthongs transliterated aw and ay, respectively : 
5) awj 
nawm 
law 
aysar 
shaykh 
‘aynay 
See also rules 11(a2) and 11(b3) p. 5. 


2. \ (alif), 5» and § when used to support + (hamzah) are not. transliterated. See rule 
8(a) p. 4. 


3. 1 (alif) when used to support ~ (waslah) and ~ (maddah) is not transliterated. 
See rules 9 and 10, p. 4. F 


4. \ (alif) and 5 when used as orthographic signs without phonetic significance are 
not transliterated. 
fa‘ali 
uli’ika 
Mess ‘ilman wa-‘amalan 
See also rule 12, p. 5, and examples cited in rules 23-26, p. 8. 
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ARABIC TRANSLITERATION 


The transliteration table which follows has been approved by the American Library 
Association and the Library of Congress. It supersedes the Arabic portion of the Semitic 
transliteration table on p. 248 of the A. L. A. Cataloging Rules for Author and Title Entries. 


TABLE OF ARABIC TRANSLITERATION 
Letters of the alphabet 


Initial Medial Final Alone Value Initial Medial Final Alone Value 
omit! 2 d 
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'For the use of | (alif) to support » (hamzah) see rule 2, p..2. For the transliteration of » by the 
vonsonantal sign ', see rule 8(a) p. 4. For other orthographic uses of \ see rules 3-5, p. 2-3. 

*The Maghridt variations and are transliterated and gq, respectively. 

+ + in a word in the construct state is transliterated t.. See rule 7(b) p. 3. 

* See rules 5 and 6(a) p. 8. : 

5 ‘This list is not exhaustive. It should be noted that a letter in this group may have more than one pho- 
netic value, depending on the'country or area where it is used, and that the transliteration will vary 


accordingly. Thus in Egypt ¢ is used to represent the sound transliterated zh, but in Iraq it ’represeats 
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